SATURDAY 


Rivercrest reigns 


Colts force five turnovers to rout 
No. 1 Dragons. — Sports, 1C 


Flat and happy 


Break boxes down, squash to recycle, 
county officials implore. — Style, 1E 


Printed at Little Rock e December 9, 2017 


ARKANSAS’ NEWSPAPER 


ArkansasOnline.com 


LR a 


, N 


Copyright © 2017, Arkansas Democrat-Gazette, Inc. 


47 Pages e 7 Sections 


$1.00 


In the news 


i Janine Barbera-Dalli, 
a district judge in Suffolk 
County, NY., recused herself 
after defense attorneys ac- 
cused her of texting advice 
to prosecutors on how to try 
the case against a defendant 
accused of a drug offense. 


E Jason Phillips, 34, con- 
victed two years ago of 
stealing packages delivered 
to homes before Christmas, 
was again arrested when 
security cameras recorded 
him stealing packages de- 
livered to homes in St. An- 
drews, Miss. 


E Don Lutz, 84, of Ellwood 
City, Pa., said he armed 
himself when he was jolted 
awake by the noise of people 
entering his home and fatal- 
ly shot one intruder and suc- 
cessfully fought off another 
as he scuffled with both in 
his kitchen, police said. 


E Karlyn Tilley, spokes- 
man for the Golden, Colo., 
Fire Department, said res- 
cuers took about two hours 
to rig a system of ropes and 
pulleys to lift a stretcher 
holding a 15-year-old boy out 
of an old mine shaft where 
the teen had fallen and in- 
jured his leg while explor- 
ing the shaft with several 
friends. 


E Donna DeMarco, a 
tenured elementary school 
teacher in Wayne, NJ., was 
fired for confining two un- 
ruly special-needs students 
in a bathroom after an ar- 
bitrator found the action 
an improper way to control 
student behavior. 


E Laquita Goudy, 38, of 
Harvey, La., pleaded guilty 
to felony theft and got a 
suspended prison sentence 
and probation for stealing 
more than $97,000 in cash 
payments from customers 
at an animal shelter paying 
for services such as vacci- 
nations and adoptions, pros- 
ecutors said. 


E Tony Myers, a volun- 
teer fire chief in Shrews- 
bury Township, Pa., said 
two women died when they 
re-entered their burning 
home attempting to rescue 
several pet cats that also 
died in the blaze, which left 
a third woman hospitalized 
with burns on her face and 
arms. 

H Justin Larry, 21, and Na- 
jee Logan, 18, drove off after 
they stole a wallet from a 
man at gunpoint in a gro- 
cery store parking lot but 
were arrested and charged 
with armed robbery when 
their getaway car ran out of 
gas, Gwinnett County, Ga., 
sheriff’s deputies said. 


i Oscar Campos, and his 
wife, Humberta, owners of 
a landscaping company who 
went to New Jersey from 
Mexico nearly 30 years ago, 
told their three children, ag- 
es 16, 22 and 24, “Don’t give 
your hopes up,” as the cou- 
ple were deported as illegal 
aliens. 


WEATHER 


LITTLE ROCK 
Today Sunny, breezy and 
cool. 

High 49, winds 
strong and 
variable. 
Tonight Clear, 
breezy and 
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2 plans to curtail 
out-of-state care 


ANDY DAVIS 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

More than 139,000 
low-income Arkansans who 
are covered by Arkansas 
Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
plans under Arkansas 
Works won't have coverage 
when they see out-of-state 
health care providers, ex- 
cept under limited circum- 
stances, starting Jan. 1. 

Currently, customers 
have full coverage when 
they visit a provider in the 
network of insurers belong- 
ing to the Blue Cross and 
Blue Shield Association — 
allowing customers to see 
providers nationwide. 

That will change next 
month for those enrolled in 
the company’s two Arkan- 
sas Works plans, known as 
Silver Plan AW] and Silver 
Plan AWMI. 

Starting next month, 
those customers will have 
coverage outside of Arkan- 
sas Blue Cross and Blue 
Shield’s state-based net- 
work only during an emer- 
gency or when a service 
isn’t offered by a network 
provider, company spokes- 
man Max Greenwood said. 

The network includes 
providers in Arkansas as 
well as some in counties 
bordering the state. The 
association’s rules prohibit 
the Arkansas company from 
contracting directly with 
other out-of-state providers, 
Greenwood said. 

The move is designed to 
hold down premiums and 
keep the cost of Arkansas 
Works below a limit estab- 
lished in a federal waiver 
authorizing the program, 
Greenwood said. 

Because the company 
negotiates reimbursement 
rates with providers in its 
network, those rates are of- 
ten below what providers 
in other states charge, she 
said. 

Arkansas Works enroll- 
ees had twice the out-of- 
state costs in 2016 as the av- 
erage Arkansas Blue Cross 
and Blue Shield customer 
who was an Arkansas resi- 
dent, she said. 

Restricting Arkansas 
Works enrollees to in-state 
providers, she said, ”will re- 
sult in substantial savings, 
because there is a big dif- 
ference” in what Arkansas 
providers charge compared 
with their counterparts in 
other states. 

“Obviously, this pro- 
gram is for Arkansans and 
Arkansas residents, and we 
are also wanting to keep as 

See LIMITS, Page 5A 
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Marisha DiCarlo, director of communications for the state Department of Health, puts up a sign Friday 
morning outside the vital-records office indicating no birth certificates could be issued. By noon, the 


E 


office was back to issuing the certificates after an order from Gov. Asa Hutchinson. 


Muslims direct 
anger at [rump 


Protests flare, but Jerusalem 
calm; Israelis kill Gaza man 


tinian protesters in the West Bank city of Nablus. 


~ AP/MAJDI MOHAMMED 
An Israeli soldier stays on guard Friday during clashes with Pales- 


COMPILED BY 
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FROM WIRE REPORTS 

JERUSALEM — Wor- 
shippers across the Mus- 
lim world staged anti-U.S. 
marches Friday, some stomp- 
ing on posters of President 
Donald Trump or burning 
American flags in the larg- 
est outpouring of anger yet 


at the president’s recognition 
of bitterly contested Jerusa- 


lem as Israel’s capital. 


ame-sex couples restarts process 


JOHN MORITZ 
AND JOHN LYNCH 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

Arkansas stopped issu- 
ing birth certificates for a 
few hours Friday morning 
as a court order brought to 
a grinding halt a basic gov- 
ernment function whose 
execution same-sex cou- 
ples have argued for more 
than two years treats them 
unequally. 

Then, in a move to 
resume the state’s daily 
work of issuing hundreds 
of birth certificates, Gov. 
Asa Hutchinson ordered 
his state health director to 
immediately begin issuing 
certificates naming the 
spouses of new mothers, 
whether the spouse is a 
man or woman. 

Those certificates must 
accurately record both per- 
sons, Hutchinson ordered, 
suggesting that two women 
be listed “Parent I’ and ‘Par- 
ent 2.” The state must also 
issue two corrected birth 
certificates, free of charge, 
to couples who had pre- 
viously been denied such 
records. The order doesn’t 
apply to same-sex couples 
who are men; they follow 
adoption law. 

Left undetermined Fri- 
day was whether Hutchin- 
son’s order settled an on- 

See ORDER, Page 4A 


In the holy city itself, 
prayers at Islam’s third-ho- 
liest site dispersed largely 
without incident, but Pales- 
tinians clashed with Israeli 
troops in several dozen West 
Bank hot spots and on the 
border with the Gaza Strip. 

In one skirmish, a 30-year- 
old Gaza man was killed by 
Israeli gunfire, the first death 
of a protester since Trump’s 
midweek announcement. 


See JERUSALEM, Page 8A 


228,000 jobs added, but pay growth listless 


DANIELLE PAQUETTE 
THE WASHINGTON POST 

WASHINGTON — The 
economy added 228,000 jobs 
in November, slightly outpac- 
ing analysts’ expectations, 
and unemployment held 
steady at 4.1 percent, federal 
economists reported Friday. 

Workers’ average hourly 
earnings, meanwhile, grew by 
5 cents, up 2.5 percent from 
this time last year, according 


to the Bureau of Labor Sta- 
tistics. 

“These are really strong 
numbers, which is pretty ex- 
citing, since this is our first 
clean read after the volatil- 
ity associated with the hur- 
ricanes,” said Josh Wright, 
chief economist at iCIMS, a 
provider of hiring software. 

Despite the wave of new 
positions, however, American 
workers still aren’t getting 


much of a raise, he added. 

“Wage growth was the big 
disappointment,” Wright said. 
“Tt was lower than we expect- 
ed. Everyone is scratching 
their heads.” 

Dan North, chief econo- 
mist at Euler Hermes, an in- 
ternational credit insurance 
company, said the rising de- 
mand for workers across the 
country lately isn’t enough 
to significantly increase pay- 


checks. 

“Workers should get a 
share in that increase,” he 
said, but “we also have labor 
coming back in off the side- 
lines.” 

Productivity growth re- 
mains low, he said, inching 
up at an average annual rate 
of 1.2 percent over the past 
eight years, compared with 
its historic rate of 2.1 percent 

See JOBS, Page 5A 


Trump’s Florida rally 
puts out call next door 
to boost Alabamian 
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PENSACOLA, Florida — 
President Donald Trump on 
Friday urged voters to elect 
a Republican Senate candi- 
date in Alabama who has 
been dogged by allegations 
of sexual misconduct, warn- 
ing that America “cannot 
afford” to have a Democrat 
win the hard-fought cam- 
paign instead. 

Trump gave a boost to 
the campaign of GOP Senate 
candidate Roy Moore during 
a raucous campaign rally in 
the Florida panhandle, near 
the state line with Alabama. 


“We cannot afford — the 
future of this country cannot 
afford — to lose the seat,” 
Trump said, referring to his 
party’s razor-thin 52-48 ad- 
vantage in that chamber of 
Congress. 

Trump said Moore’s op- 
ponent, Doug Jones, is a “lib- 
eral Democrat” who would 
be “completely controlled” 
by Democratic leaders Nan- 
cy Pelosi in the House and 
Charles Schumer in the Sen- 
ate. 

“He’s their total pup- 
pet and everybody knows 
it,” Trump said during a 
wide-ranging speech that 

See TRUMP, Page 7A 


AP/ROGELIO V. SOLIS 


Workers clear rare heavy snow Friday in Jackson, Miss., from chairs set up for today’s dedication 
of the Museum of Mississippi History and the Mississippi Civil Rights Museum. Many in the state’s 
black community, despite waiting decades for a civil-rights museum, are planning to skip the event 
because President Donald Trump will be attending. 


Article, 7A 


